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The Lancet Countdown in Europe 2022 Indicator Report 

 – Virtual Launch Event  
 
Background  
The Lancet Countdown: Tracking Progress on Health and Climate Change is an international 
research collaboration that brings together 120 leading experts to monitor how the world’s changing 
climate is impacting on public health. Every year, the Lancet Countdown publishes a report that 
harnesses the latest global data to make clear how climate change is affecting our health, the 
consequences of delayed action and the health benefits of a robust response. Find more information 
about the initiative here: https://www.lancetcountdown.org/  
 
The Lancet Countdown in Europe is a new transdisciplinary research collaboration monitoring 
progress on health and climate change in Europe spanning 44 contributors from 29 leading European 
academic and UN institutions. With the wealth of data and academic expertise available in Europe, 
the collaboration develops region-specific indicators to address the main challenges and 
opportunities of Europe’s response to climate change for health. The indicators produced by the 
collaboration provide information to health and climate policy decision making and contribute to the 
European Observatory on Climate and Health. Find more information about the initiative here: 
https://www.lancetcountdown.org/europe/  
 
 
Virtual launch event of the Lancet Countdown in Europe 2022 Indicator Report 
In this event, we launch the first indicator report of the Lancet Countdown in Europe, published in the 
Lancet Public Health in October 2022. The event will discuss the latest evidence on how climate 
change is undermining the foundations of good health, as well as detailing the health benefits of a 
rapid and robust response to climate change in Europe. We also highlight the gaps the new Lancet 
Countdown in Europe initiative fills at the local and regional level, and discuss the new Lancet 
Countdown EU policy brief and new EEA report on climate change and health. By bringing together 
leading academics and policymakers with wide-ranging expertise and experience, we provide a 
platform to contextualise climate change and health in a European context.  
 
Objectives  
This launch event has the following objectives, to:  

• Introduce the Regional Centre of the Lancet Countdown in Europe; 
• Present the first indicator report on Health and Climate Change in Europe 
• Engage policy makers in the initiative; 
• Encourage academics and healthcare practitioners to contribute to the initiative; 
• Call for collaboration with academic / organisations if they have data/research that could aid 

the development of new or refined indicators; 
• Strengthen the interface between science and policy to better prepare and reduce the health 

impacts of climate change. 



 

 

 
 
Date and duration 
Duration:  2 hours 
Date:  27 October 2022 
Time:  11:00-13:00 CEST  
Place:   Zoom 
 
Target Audience  
The event is aimed to target different audiences, including:  

• Academics  
• Policy makers  
• Healthcare professionals  

 
Details  

• Accessibility: the event will be free and open to all, with registration. The webinar allows a 
maximum of 500 participants, but it will also be accessible through webcast live on Facebook. 
After the event, it will be available as a recording on the Lancet Countdown website.  

• Language: the event will be in English with integration of closed captions.  
• Event platform: the event will be delivered through Zoom webinars.  
• Attendees: attendees will be required to register completing a brief form before receiving the 

link to join the webinar.  
 
Platform and connection details 
This will be a virtual event, accessible through Zoom link. A personal panellist link has been sent to 
all speakers.  
 
Registration details  
All participants will need to register using the following link:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_GkkJI8ESQTixiyca428Zxg  
 
All speakers receive a personal link.  
 
Format 
The event will be a combination of pre-recorded talks and live panel discussions.  
 
More information  
For more information on the event please contact Kim van Daalen, 
kim.vandaalen@lancetcountdown.org.  
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

Agenda with proposed speakers  
Chair of event: Prof. Maria Nilsson, Chair Lancet Countdown in Europe Confirmed  
 
11:00-11:05 Opening remarks (5 min) Confirmed  
Elena Višnar Malinovská, Head of Unit, DG CLIMA, European Commission  
 
11:05-11:10 Sustainability in European Cities (5 min) Confirmed  
Dr. Dagur Bergþóruson Eggertsson, Mayor Reykjavik, Iceland 
 
11:10-11:15 Global Lancet Countdown on Health and Climate Change (5 min) Confirmed  
Dr. Marina Romanello, Executive global Director Lancet Countdown  
 
11:15-11:25 The Lancet Countdown in Europe: an introduction (10 min) Confirmed  
Prof. Rachel Lowe, Director Lancet Countdown in Europe, ICREA Research Professor and Global Health 
Resilience Team Leader at the BSC Earth Sciences Department, Spain  
 
11:25-11:40 The 2022 Report of the Lancet Countdown in Europe (15 min) Confirmed  
Kim van Daalen, Research Fellow Lancet Countdown, Gates Scholar and PhD Candidate University of 
Cambridge, United Kingdom  
 
11:40-12:30  Panel discussion: climate change and health in Europe (50 min) Confirmed  

Chaired of panel:  
• Dr. Maike Voss, Managing Director Centre for Planetary Health Policy, Germany  

Panellists:  
• Prof. Rachel Lowe, Director Lancet Countdown in Europe, ICREA Research Professor and Global 

Health Resilience Team Leader at the BSC Earth Sciences Department, Spain  
• Kim van Daalen, Research Fellow Lancet Countdown, Gates Scholar and PhD Candidate University 

of Cambridge, United Kingdom 
• Prof. Joacim Rocklöv, Heidelberg Institute of Global Health, University of Heidelberg, Germany 

WG1: Exposure, Health Impacts and Vulnerabilities to Climate Change  
• Prof. Jan Semenza, Heidelberg Institute of Global Health, University of Heidelberg, Germany 

WG2: Adaptation, Planning and Resilience for Health  
• Dr. Cathryn Tonne, Barcelona Institute for Global Health, (ISGlobal), Barcelona, Spain 

WG3: Mitigation Actions and Health Co-Benefits  
• Prof. Anil Markandya, BC3 Basque Centre for Climate Change, Spain  

WG4: Economics of Finance of Health and Climate Change 
• Dr. Niheer Dasandi, School of Government, University of Birmingham, United Kingdom 

WG5: Tracking Politics and Governance on Health and Climate  
 

12:30-12:35 The 2022 EU Policy Brief of the Lancet Countdown (5 min) Confirmed  
Rana Orhan Pees, Climate and Health Fellow of the Association of Schools of Public Health in the European 
Region.  
 
12:35-12:45 Towards better understanding of climate change impacts on health in Europe: the 
European Climate and Health Observatory (10 min) Confirmed  
Dr. Aleksandra Kazmierczak, European Environment Agency, Copenhagen, Denmark  
 
12:45-12:50 Closing remarks (5 min) Confirmed  
Dr. Maria Neira, Director, Environment, Climate Change and Health, World Health Organisation, Switzerland   
 
Buffer time: 10 min  



 

 

 
 
Biographies of speakers:  
 
Prof. Maria Nilsson 
Prof. Maria Nilsson is a professor of public health at the department of 
Epidemiology and Global Health, Umeå University, Sweden; a social 
scientist who holds a PhD in epidemiology and public health sciences. Her 
focus is climate change and health, with a specific interest in adaptation and 
vulnerable populations. She was co-author and the integrating editor for 
health in the 2015 "Lancet Commission - Health and climate change: policy 
responses to protect public health" and co-leads the working group on 
adaptation, planning, and resilience for health in the “The Lancet 
Countdown on Health and Climate Change". Professor Nilsson was a 
member of two Working Groups of the European Academies Science 
Advisory Council in 2018 – 2021, one on climate change and health and 
one on decarbonisation of buildings She is a member of the health 
committee of the Swedish Royal Academy of Sciences. Professor Nilsson is the Editor in Chief for 
the science journal Global Health Action. She is the chair of the Lancet Countdown in Europe.  
 
 
Elena Višnar Malinovská  
Elena Višnar Malinovská is currently a Head of the climate adaptation & 
resilience unit in DG Climate Action of the European Commission leading 
on the new Strategy for climate adaptation (2021) and the Horizon Europe 
Mission on Adaptation. She was also responsible for the European Climate 
Pact as a new major citizen engagement on climate action. She works for 
17 years in the European Commission in different positions. As a policy 
officer in the Secretariat General, she dealt with environment, energy, 
mobility and climate policies (2005-2010, 2014-2016). In the Cabinet of 
Commissioner responsible for environment (2010-2014), she spearheaded 
the review of the air quality legislation as well as oversaw the infringements 
policy in the environment field. During the Slovak Presidency (2016), she acted as a spokesperson 
for the Council. She holds a law degree from the Comenius and Thyrnaviens universities in Slovakia 
and diplomas from European studies (SciencePo in Paris, College of Europe in Poland). An 
enthusiast cyclist (female winner of VéloMai competition in the Commission in 2018, 2019 and 2022, 
longest distance in 2020, in 2021 and in 2022), runner, mother of three hockey players, a scout 
leader and supporter of participatory leadership.  
 
Dr. Dagur Bergþóruson Eggertsson  
Dr. Dagur Bergþóruson Eggertsson is an Icelandic politician who is 
the Mayor of Reykjavik City. He was the vice-chairman of the Social 
Democratic Alliance from 2009 until 2013. Dagur is formally educated as 
a physician but also has a master's degree in Human Rights and International 
Law from the University of Lund in Sweden. From 2010 – 2014 he was chair 
of the City Executive Council. In his capacity as a leader for Reykjavík City 
Dagur has been a keynote speaker at various international conferences and 
forums. 
 



 

 

Dr. Marina Romanello 
Marina is the Executive Director of the Lancet Countdown, and climate 
change and health researcher at UCL. She trained as a clinical biochemist in 
the Universidad de Buenos Aires, Argentina, and holds a PhD in biomedical 
sciences from the University of Cambridge, UK. Her research background 
spans from toxicology through to environmental health and climate change, 
and she has previously carried out her research in the Instituto Tecnologico 
de Buenos Aires, the University of Cambridge, and the Francis Crick Institute. 
Working as a consultant for the NHS, she led a team of researchers in 
developing its Net Zero commitments, and is a member of the working group 
on health co-benefits in climate change mitigation policies of the Superior 
Health Council of Italy. 
 
Prof. Rachel Lowe  
Rachel Lowe is an ICREA Research Professor and Global Health Resilience 
Team Leader at the Barcelona Supercomputing Center (BSC), and a Royal 
Society Dorothy Hodgkin Fellow at the London School of Hygiene & Tropical 
Medicine. Rachel’s research focuses on co-developing policy-relevant 
methodological solutions, to enhance surveillance, preparedness and 
response to climate-sensitive disease outbreaks and emergence. She has 
published high impact research on integrating seasonal climate forecasts in 
dengue early warning systems in Latin America, the Caribbean and Southeast 
Asia. In 2018, she won the International Society for Neglected Tropical 
Diseases Water Award for Research, in recognition of the quality of her 
research on the linkages between hydrometeorological extremes and dengue 
outbreaks and the multi-sectoral relevance for policy and practice. Rachel is the Director of the 
Lancet Countdown on health and climate change in Europe and co-coordinator of the Horizon Europe 
project IDAlert. She is a member of the World Meteorological Organization COVID-19 research task 
team and was a contributing author of the IPCC Sixth Assessment Report (WGII) chapter on risks 
across sectors and regions. She coordinates two Wellcome Trust digital technology, climate and 
health projects, HARMONZE and IDExtremes, which aim to provide robust data and modelling tools 
to build local resilience against emerging infectious disease threats in climate change hotspots. 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 
 

Kim van Daalen  
Kim van Daalen is a PhD Candidate and Gates Scholar at the University of 
Cambridge. Her current PhD research focuses on environmental arsenic 
pollution and risk of cardiovascular disease. Kim has co-authored multiple 
peer-reviewed publications reflecting her broad research interests at the 
intersections of environmental epidemiology with climate change, planetary 
health, and (gender) inequities. She also pursues her interests through part-
time and volunteer work including as a Research Fellow for the Lancet 
Countdown in Europe and Global Lancet Countdown, and as research 
coordinator for the international NGO Women in Global Health, and 
previously as a research consultant for the World Bank. Kim has also held 
various positions in global student organizations, including six years in leadership roles for the 
International Federation of Medical Students Associations. In January 2022, she will join Prof. Rachel 
Lowe at the Global Health Resilience Team of the Barcelona Supercomputing Center as a 
postdoctoral researcher.  
 
Dr. Maike Voss  
Maike Voss (MPH) is managing director for evidence-based policy-making at 
the German Alliance on Climate Change and Health (KLUG) where she is 
currently establishing a new Think Tank – the Centre for Planetary Health 
Policy (CPHP). Prior, she was the head of the Global Health Governance 
Research Team at the German Institute for International and Security Affairs 
(Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik, SWP). Her research focuses on planetary 
and global health governance and sustainable development as well as the 
interdependencies between health and security policy. In 2018, she got 
appointed to the Lancet Commission for Synergies between Health Security, 
Universal Health Coverage and Health Promotion. Maike teaches at the 
University of Bielefeld, University of Bremen and at Charité Berlin and is a 
freelance moderator. Before joining KLUG and SWP she worked as a 
research associate at the Institute for Public Health and Nursing Research at University Bremen.  
 
Prof. Joacim Rocklöv 
Joacim Rocklöv is an Alexander von Humboldt Professor at the Heidelberg 
Institute of Global Health and the Interdisciplinary Centre for Scientific 
Computing at Heidelberg university, Germany. He is also a guest professor 
at Umea University, Sweden. His research group specializes on studying 
the role of climate change in infectious disease emergence and dynamics 
from a One Health perspective. The group is also engaged in developing 
predictive models, to design integrated data tools for strategic decision-
making, and to studying adaptation and interventions, such as nature-based 
solutions. 
 



 

 

Prof. Jan Semenza 
Jan C Semenza has served as an Epidemic Intelligence Service Officer at the US 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in 1995 when a record-breaking 
heat wave claimed the lives of more than 700 individuals in Chicago. He led the 
US CDC response to this event and elucidated the underlying environmental, 
societal, and behavioural risk factors for heat-related mortality. He was 
subsequently awarded a Certificate of Commendation by the City of Chicago for this 
investigation. He also worked internationally on a number of public health issues in 
Uzbekistan, Sudan, Egypt, Denmark, Brazil, and Haiti. He was a faculty member 
at UC Berkeley, UC Irvine, Oregon Health and Science University, and at Portland 
State University where he taught in the Oregon Master Program of Public Health. 
He led the work on environmental and climatic drivers of infectious disease 
transmission at the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC), based in 
Stockholm, Sweden. Currently, he is associated with the Heidelberg Institute of Global Health, at the 
University of Heidelberg in Germany and has recently become the co-lead of WG1 and WG2 of the 
Lancet Countdown in Europe. 
 

Dr. Cathryn Tonne 
Cathryn Tonne, Associate Professor at the Barcelona Institute for Global 
Health, is an environmental epidemiologist focusing on the health effects 
of air pollution from traffic and household sources. Her research has 
investigated exposure patterns and health effects of air pollution in high- 
as well as low- and middle-income countries and the health co-benefits of 
climate change mitigation via air pollution. She is co-director of the Lancet 
Countdown for Health and Climate Change in Europe and leads the 
working group focused on mitigation actions and health co-benefits. She 
is a member of the Expert Working Group on climate change, air pollution, 
and health within the WHO Technical Advisory Group on Air Pollution and 
Health. She led the European Research Council funded Cardiovascular 
Health effects of Air pollution in Telangana, India and is coordinator of CATALYSE, a Horizon Europe 
project focused on climate change and health.  
 
Prof. Anil Markandya 
Professor Markandya is Distinguished Ikerbasque Professor at the Basque 
Centre for Climate Change in the Basque Country, Spain and Honorary 
Professor of Economics at the University of Bath, UK.  He was a lead author 
for the 3rd, 4th and 5th IPCC Assessment Reports on Climate Change and a 
contributing author for the special report on 1.5ºC.  He has worked extensively 
on resource valuation and regulation in the context of sustainable 
development; and on the health costs of air pollution and climate change. 
Professor Markandya was President of the European Association of 
Environmental and Resource Economics from 2014-2015.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Dr. Niheer Dasandi 
Niheer Dasandi is an Associate Professor in Politics and Development in the 
School of Government, University of Birmingham. His research focuses on the 
political dimensions of the relationship between health and climate change, and 
on the intersection of human rights and development. He has been part of the 
Lancet Countdown on Health and Climate Change since 2016, and is co-lead of 
WG5 of the Lancet Countdown in Europe, which focuses on political and 
governance indicators. He works on several international research projects in 
addition to the Lancet Countdown, including the Horizon Europe-funded 
CATALYSE collaboration, which seeks to further develop and communicate 
evidence of the health impacts of climate change and respond to the urgent 
need for solutions. He has a PhD in Political Science from University College 
London (UCL). 
 
 
Rana Orhan Pees  
Rana Orhan Pees is Climate-Health Fellow at The Association of Schools of 
Public Health in the European Region and consultant at Ecorys. Rana has 
wide experience in public health education, research, projects and advocacy. 
She has held positions at several public health NGOs and the Dutch municipal 
public health service. Rana holds a joint master degree in public health from 
the University of Sheffield and Maastricht University, with a focus on 
governing EU public health. She led the publication of this year's EU policy 
brief for The Lancet Countdown.  
 
 
Dr. Aleksandra Kazmierczak 
Dr Aleksandra Kaźmierczak coordinates the European Climate and Health 
Observatory at the European Environment Agency (EEA) and has a particular 
interest in social inequalities in relation to exposure to climate change 
hazards, and social justice in adaptation responses. She has a long 
experience in urban adaptation to climate change. Before joining EEA in 2017, 
Aleksandra carried out research at University of Manchester and Cardiff 
University, UK, focusing on assessing social vulnerability to climate change 
and the role of green infrastructure for human health and well-being.  
 
 
Dr. Maria Neira  
Dr. Neira is since 2005, Director of the Department of Public Health and 
Environment at the World Health Organization (WHO). Between 2002 and 
2005, she was Vice Minister of Health and Consumer Affairs in Spain and 
President of the Spanish Food Safety and Nutrition Agency. She has been 
working for WHO since 1993, with her first assignment being Coordinator of 
the Global Task Force on Cholera Control and then being appointed in 1999 
as Director of the Department of Control, Prevention and Eradication. Before 
joining WHO, she obtained extensive field experience working for five years 
in Africa as Public Health Adviser in the Ministry of Health in Mozambique and 
in Kigali, Rwanda, where she served as UN Public Health Advisor/Physician for the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP). Previously, Maria acted as Medical Coordinator with Médecins 
sans Frontières within refugee camps in Salvador and Honduras during the armed conflict.  


