
 

1 

 

Climate change and health: the national policy overview in Europe 

March 2022 

 

 

 

CONTENTS 

1. Introduction 2 

2. Insights from previous studies 4 

3. Climate hazards 5 

3.1 Types of climate hazards included in policies 5 
3.2 Climate scenarios and timeframes covered 5 

4. Health impacts 6 

4.1 Physical health impacts 6 
4.2 Mental health impacts 7 
4.3 Social health impacts 7 

5. Planned policy measures 8 

5.1 Types of policy measures 8 
5.2 Monitoring, surveillance, and early-warning systems 9 
5.3 Public awareness campaigns 9 
5.4 Research on climate change impacts on health 10 
5.5 New governance structures 10 
5.6 Legislative developments 10 
5.7 Identifying vulnerable groups 11 
5.8 Education and training of health professionals 11 
5.9 Resilient infrastructure and nature-based solutions 12 
5.10 Emergency response preparation and drills 12 
5.11 Partnerships with various organisations 13 
5.12 New strategies and procedures for healthcare facilities 13 

6. Acknowledgements 13 

7. References 14 

Appendix 1: Definitions 15 

Appendix 2: Policy documents reviewed 16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2 

 

1. Introduction 

Preventing or mitigating climate change impacts on health in national policy can be tackled from the 
perspective of climate change adaptation, through public health policy, or numerous other policy topics, 
in particular those related to social care for vulnerable groups; living environment, as a buffer between 
climate hazards and people (housing, urban planning and design); and other.  

This report summarises the investigation carried out into the EEA’s member and collaborating countries’ 
policies on climate change adaptation and national health strategies, as the key policy areas through 
which climate change impacts on health can be addressed.  

The policy documents were analysed to identify the coverage of various climate hazards, climate-related 
impacts on health (physical, mental, and social, see Appendix 1) and types of interventions addressing 
them (institutional, social, and structural, see Appendix 1). The scope of the study and its limitations are 
presented in Box 1.  

 

Box 1. Scope of the study 

Focus on adaptation and health policies  

This report presents findings of the review of content of the national adaptation strategies and national health 
strategies. It therefore does not provide a full overview of the countries’ activities reducing health impacts of 
climate change planned by the countries. In addition, other policy areas can play a key role in addressing climate 
change effects on health or adapting health sector to climate change. For instance, increasing healthcare facilities’ 
resilience could be addressed via policies on infrastructure or buildings; increasing the green and shaded areas in 
cities may fall under the spatial planning policy. Further, many adaptive actions are implemented at subnational 
and local levels, which are the means for implementation of climate change adaptation for many of the EEA 
member and cooperating countries (EEA, 2020). 

Recording of policy contents  

Climate hazards in national adaptation strategies (NASs) and national health strategies (NHSs) were recorded if 
they were described in the policy document explicitly as a risk to human health. Measures and interventions were 
recorded if they were clearly described as actions tackling the impacts of climate change on health, or intended 
to increase resilience of the population, the institutions, or of health systems, facilities, and professionals to 
climate change impacts. Therefore, the various adaptive actions that may have health co-benefits but were not 
openly stated as such are not recorded here.   

Examples of actions planned in the adaptation and health policies 

In section 5, some examples of the activities planned through the national adaptation or health strategy 
documents are provided. These do not provide a complete overview of these activities across Europe and are 
meant for illustrative purposes only.  

 

The policy documents for review were obtained via Climate-ADAPT country profiles (which provide links 
to national adaptation policies for EEA-32 member countries); through online search; and via outreach to 
the EEA’s European Environment Information and Observation Network (Eionet), as well as health 
ministries of individual countries. Table 1 presents how the relevant documents were identified. In total, 

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/countries-regions/countries
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37 national adaptation strategies (NAS)1 and 34 national health strategies (NHS) were reviewed, as for 
some countries the policies were not available (see Table 1). 

The country-specific information on climate hazards, health impacts and policy measures included in the 
reviewed documents can be found in the individual climate and health country profiles within the 
European Climate and Health Observatory. The overview of the coverage of health impacts and policy 
measures in national policies across Europe is available in a map viewer. 

Table 1. Obtaining the national policies reviewed in this study (see Appendix 2 for links to documents) 

Country 
Adaptation 

policy  
Health policy Country 

Adaptation 
policy  

Health policy 

Albania c b Latvia a a 

Austria b d Lithuania a a 

Belgium a a Liechtenstein b c 

Bosnia and Herzegovina  d c Luxembourg b a 

Bulgaria b d Malta b d 

Croatia b d Montenegro b a 

Cyprus b c Netherlands a a 

Czechia b b North Macedonia  b b 

Denmark b c Norway a a 

Estonia a a Poland a a 

Finland a a Portugal a a 

France a a Romania b b 

Germany a a Serbia d d 

Greece a a Slovakia a a 

Hungary a a Slovenia a a 

Iceland  d d Spain b a 

Ireland a a Sweden a a 

Italy a a Switzerland a a 

Kosovo a d Turkey b a 

Note:  
a - Policy reviewed, based on information provided or confirmed by the country representatives.  
b - Policy reviewed, based on the identification of the document(s) via online search. 
c - Policy does not exist (confirmed by country representatives).  
d - Policy reviewed, but no links between climate change and health are present. 
 

 

 

1 The majority of the reviewed adaptation policy documents were national adaptation strategies, some were national 

adaptation plans or climate risks or vulnerability assessments, and in some cases communications on climate change under 

the UNFCCC were included (see Appendix 2). However, for simplicity, this document uses the umbrella term ‘national 

adaptation strategy’ (NAS). The term ‘national health strategy’ (NHS) in this document refers to both general health policies 

and specific plans on climate change and health. 

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/observatory/policy-context/country-profiles
https://maps.eea.europa.eu/wab/NationalAdaptation/
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2. Insights from previous studies  

In the 2018 EEA report on national climate change impact and vulnerability assessments (the assessments 
used by the EEA member countries as a basis for development or revision of national adaptation strategies 
and plans), human health emerged among the most frequent thematic areas addressed (EEA, 2018). WHO 
(2018) study, based on a review of the Seventh National Communications to the UNFCCC and survey of 
20 EU member states, concluded that EU countries seem to have well-established governance 
mechanisms to integrate climate action into health policy and all countries reported activities to 
strengthen the health system in relation to climate change. Nevertheless, the report also found that even 
though general awareness of climate change is high, consciousness of its impacts on health appears 
comparatively lower (WHO, 2018). The European Climate and Health Observatory country profiles 
compile an overview of EEA member countries’ references to health in national adaptation strategies and 
plans, and considerations of climate change in national health policies. 

A recent WHO (2021) report analysed the overall progress governments around the world have made in 
including health risks to climate change in policy and institutional arrangements. Within the scope of the 
report, 15 EEA member and cooperating countries2 responded to a voluntary survey. The survey was 
completed by ministries of health in consultation with other ministries and health stakeholders. The 
results indicate that 9 out of 15 EEA member and cooperating countries had conducted health 
vulnerability and adaptation assessments and two were planning on doing so. National health and climate 
change plans or strategies were in place in 12 countries; only one country did not indicate to have such a 
plan and two were developing them. The survey results suggest that among the ten analysed climate-
related health impacts, vector-borne diseases were most addressed in surveillance, early warning systems 
and/or response plans (14 out of 15). In contrast, climate change impacts on health care facilities were 
considered to a relatively small extent (5 out of 15 countries). 

Institutionally, there seems to be a disconnection between institutions responsible for health and for 
climate adaptation. A meeting among representatives from 12 European countries3, the WHO European 
Centre for Environment and Health, and EuroHealthNet identified the need for national public health 
institutes to engage in climate change related issues through, e.g., research, training, and knowledge-
sharing (EuroHealthNet, 2021). In agreement, a report by the International Association of National Public 
Health Institutes (IANPHI, 2021) emphasised National Public Health Institutes (NPHIs) as key actors within 
the context of climate change. IANPHI conducted a global survey among its members on the role of NPHIs 
in climate change adaptation and mitigation, which revealed that in most of the respondent countries in 
Europe, NPHIs had been involved in developing national adaptation policies. However, when compared 
to respondents from other regions of the world, in Europe there was less involvement of NPHIs and the 
health care sector in issues of climate change and health. Collaborations of NPHIs within the health care 
sector overall appears common in Europe, whereas they appear to work less with the urban planning and 
land use sector. Globally, NPHIs seemed to prioritise risks from vector-borne diseases, followed by heat-
related morbidity and mortality. 

This brief report is adding to those earlier analyses by specifically analysing the content of national 
adaptation strategies and national health strategies with regards to their coverage of climate change 
impacts on health across 38 EEA member and cooperating countries. It identifies the specific climate 
hazards and health impacts addressed through the available documents (37 national adaptation policies; 
34 national health policies), as well as the adaptive measures established in policies.  

 
2 Bulgaria, Croatia, Czechia, Cyprus, Estonia, Germany, Italy, Lithuania, Netherlands, North Macedonia, Poland, 

Portugal, Serbia, Slovakia, Sweden 
3 Austria, Bulgaria, Finland, France, Germany, Latvia, Netherlands, Spain, Sweden and UK (Scotland, Wales) 

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/observatory/policy-context/country-profiles
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3. Climate hazards  

3.1 Types of climate hazards included in policies 

Climate hazards in national adaptation strategies (NASs) and national health strategies (NHSs) were 
considered as “included” if they are depicted in the policy document as a risk to human health. In general, 
NASs include a larger number of climate change induced health hazards compared with NHSs. The most 
frequently covered hazards are heatwaves and drought, precipitation and flooding, general temperature 
rise, increase in occurrence of pathogens and infectious diseases, and more intense and frequent storms 
(Figure 1).  

 

Figure 1. Climate-related hazards to health included in national policies 

 

In addition to the hazards in Figure 1, some policies also included country-specific climate hazards relevant 
to health in their climate change adaptation strategies. Examples include fish and seafood-related 
diseases caused by changes in algal and plankton growth conditions in Norway; effects on drinking water 
availability due to intensification of erosion and salination of coastal zones in parts of Poland; and the 
physical threat to human lives from potentially higher precipitation leading to increased rockfall, 
landslides and avalanches in mountainous areas such as in Liechtenstein. 

3.2 Climate scenarios and timeframes covered 

Most countries (32) take into consideration future projections of climate change impact in their climate 
adaptation policy documents, although to differing levels of detail. In this regard, they commonly display 
future expected climate changes (e.g., changes in air temperature, precipitation, or season patterns) 
based on one or more scenarios. The choice of these scenarios varies greatly from one European country 
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https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/observatory/evidence/health-effects/flooding
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/observatory/evidence/health-effects/vector-borne-diseases
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to another, but the IPCC scenarios are used in the largest number of documents (16 NASs), most 
frequently RCP 4.5 and the RCP 8.5 (see Appendix 1 for definitions). The timeframes used by countries 
mostly focus on 2030, 2050 and 2100. Some countries (e.g., Iceland or Sweden) use the baseline scenarios 
combined with projections by national environmental and climate agencies to estimate future climate 
change.  

Climate scenarios are less often cited in the national health strategic documents than in the NASs. Some 
countries mention the IPCC RCP scenarios but do not elaborate on them or specify the projections for 
their territories.  

 

4. Health impacts  

The physical, mental, and social health impacts of climate change (see Appendix 1 for definitions) were 
considered as “included” if they were explicitly described as health threats in the strategy documents (but 
not necessarily addressed in actions). In general, NHSs were integrating climate change-related health 
impacts to a significantly lesser extent than NASs (Figures 2 – 4 below). 

4.1 Physical health impacts 

NASs and NHSs largely focussed on physical health impacts. The impacts of infectious and vector-borne 
diseases were included in the highest number of documents, followed by increased concentrations of air 
pollutants; heat impacts on cardiovascular and respiratory systems, and exacerbation of existing 
conditions by heat; and injuries from extreme weather events (Figure 2).  

 

Figure 2. Physical health impacts of climate change included in the national policies reviewed  
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4.2 Mental health impacts 

There is visibly less emphasis on mental health impacts in both types of strategies, and NASs include them 
more frequently than NHSs: 20 of the analysed NASs considered one or more mental health impacts 
related to climate change, whereas only 10 of the NHSs did so. The trauma associated with extreme 
weather events was the most frequent considered type of impact (Figure 3).  

 

Figure 3. Mental health impacts of climate change included in the national policies reviewed 

4.3 Social health impacts 

Among NASs, 23 addressed some social health impacts of climate change, among which unmet basic 
needs due to climate change impacts on provision of shelter, food and water were most frequently 
mentioned (Figure 4). Countries such as Germany, Ireland, Italy, and Malta included also other aspects in 
their policies, for example, loss of community, displacement, or widening of socio-economic disparities. 
Fewer examples of social health impacts were found in NHSs; only nine health policy documents 
addressed at least one. For example, Health impacts of climate change in Sweden - a risk and vulnerability 
analysis (2021) states that warmer winters affect the culture, living conditions and reindeer herding 
industry of the Sami community.  

 

Figure 4. Social health impacts of climate change included in the national policies reviewed 
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5. Planned policy measures  

5.1 Types of policy measures 

The actions to prevent or reduce the climate impacts on human health in NASs and NHSs commonly 
included a mix of structural/physical, social, and institutional interventions (IPCC, 2014; see Appendix 1). 
Among these three types, social interventions were the most common for both NASs (included in 35 
documents) and NHSs (in 24 documents). Institutional interventions were present in 31 NASs and 18 NHSs. 
Structural/physical category of measures was the least common (in 18 NASs and 12 NHSs).  

The most common measure planned to address climate change impacts on health in both NASs and NHSs 
is development of monitoring and surveillance systems to track climate change related impacts, including 
the implementation of early warning systems (Figure 5). The EU legislative frameworks may be a driver 
here; for example, Austria noted that strategies were developed on the basis of the EU Surveillance 
Systems TESSy (now known as EpiPulse)4. 

Awareness-raising campaigns and outreach to the public was the second most frequently listed type of 
measure in NASs, followed by continuous research. In the NHSs, the pattern was reversed as research into 
climate change impacts on health was the second most frequently listed measure, followed by awareness 
raising actions.   

Education and training of health professionals on climate change impacts on health was the 4th most 
frequently included measure in NHSs, whilst for NASs changes in governance structures, including setting 
up of new working groups, were at the fourth place.  

The individual types of measures are described in the sections 5.2 – 5.12. 

 

Note: EWS – early-warning systems; NBS – nature-based solutions 

Figure 5. Measures to address climate change impacts on health in the national policies reviewed 

 

 
4 EU Surveillance Systems TESSy- European Network for Diagnostics of Imported Viral Diseases (ENIVD)  
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/epipulse-european-surveillance-portal-infectious-diseases 
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5.2 Monitoring, surveillance, and early-warning systems 

The development of integrated national structures for public health surveillance and response were 
frequently identified in NASs and NHSs as vital elements for an effective health system. Almost all NASs 
and around two-thirds of the NHSs considered such measures (Figure 5). In many cases, they entail 
systematic monitoring and reporting systems for surveillance of invasive species and infectious or vector-
borne diseases. For example, the Belgian NAS mentions the MODIRISK initiative, aimed at monitoring and 
eradicating exotic mosquitoes that may transmit infectious diseases. Norwegian NAS highlights a plan to 
implement a reporting system dedicated to the monitoring of diseases associated with climate change. 
The reporting system is to be operated by the Norwegian Institute of Public Health, where health 
professionals have the duty to report every case of more than 50 communicable diseases. In Italy, Heat 
Health Watch Warning System has been implemented since 2005 to provide advance warnings for 
heatwaves that activate preventive actions at the local level.  

In NASs, early warning systems were exemplified as a key component of climate change adaptation and 
disaster risk reduction in relation to various hazards impacting human health. For example, North 
Macedonia's NHS states its goal to establish an early warning system for heatwaves in relation to climate 
change. Among other things, it highlights the need to monitor not only heatwave related morbidity, but 
also how vulnerable groups (e.g., outdoor workers) are affected. Montenegro has developed an early 
warning system for periods of very cold weather. The Maltese NAS stated that early warning systems need 
to actively involve the people and communities at risk from a range of hazards, facilitate public education 
and awareness of risks, disseminate messages and warnings efficiently to ensure preparedness and enable 
timely action.  

5.3 Public awareness campaigns  

Outreach to the general public and information campaigns to increase awareness of climate change 
impacts on health was a frequently listed measure, incorporated by a large majority of NASs and just over 
half of NHSs (see Figure 5). This commonly includes the development of information materials such as 
brochures, media campaigns, or information booths/events that inform citizens on the risks and actions 
that can be taken by individuals in relation to different hazards.   

For example, France’s 4th National Health and Environment Plan cited actions aimed at educating citizens 
on how to adopt behaviours that reduce the risk of experiencing climate change induced health impacts 
e.g., from ticks, or extended allergy seasons. Bulgaria’s NAS noted a national media campaign on climate 
change and health. In Luxembourg, according to the NAS, a brochure titled ‘How to react to a high pollen 
load’ was developed to prepare citizens for extended pollen seasons. The Swiss climate change adaptation 
plan describes several measures in place to improve citizens’ awareness of health risks from high heat, 
including a public website, where the Federal Office of Public Health provides an overview of and 
behavioural recommendations on the subject. Similarly, in Italy, following the National Prevention Plan 
2020-2025, the Ministry of Health website publishes bulletins on heat waves, also available through a 
mobile application.  
 
The Polish NHS mentions developing information and education activities to increase awareness of the 
risks associated with overexposure to ultraviolet radiation. In Denmark and Portugal, the information on 
how to prevent health risks from the sun is provided by the national health ministries to municipalities 
for further dissemination. The Second Progress Report on the German Strategy for Adaptation to Climate 
Change plans for multiple activities on public awareness, communication, and information. Among 
others, it includes activities aimed at adaptation of curricula for schools and early childhood education 
institutions; provision of information materials for vulnerable groups; or establishment; development of 
warning systems for ticks and tick-borne infections.  
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5.4 Research on climate change impacts on health  

Developing knowledge on the health impacts of climate change and how adaptation measures might 
affect health was described by around three-quarters of the NASs and two-thirds of the NHSs (see Figure 
5) as crucial in the development of appropriate adaptation responses. For example, the Latvian NHS 
mentioned research to identify and map the most-at-risk populations; the development of methods and 
models for studying climate change and its impacts on public health; and the improvement of knowledge 
about effective modes of communication and education about risks tied to climate change. In Germany, 
the Second Progress Report on the Strategy for Adaptation to Climate Change includes several ongoing, 
planned, and proposed research projects. These include, among others, trend analyses of imported 
vector-borne infectious diseases in Germany or analyses of the effectiveness of health adaptation 
measures in the context of heat action plans, and many others. The Czech NAS mentions participation in 
developing new vaccines, e.g., against Lyme disease. Research was also stated as a means to design more 
effective monitoring and surveillance systems. For example, the NAS of Luxembourg, included the 
development of a database with information on populations impacted by extreme weather events. 

5.5 New governance structures  

Many NASs stated the need for cross-sectoral, interdisciplinary teams to address climate change impacts 
on health, while the NHSs did so to a lesser extent. The aim in many NASs was to design and implement 
programmes, policies, legislation, and research activities in which multiple sectors collaborate to achieve 
better public health outcomes. Hence, the establishment of cross-sectoral and multi-level working groups 
specifically addressing climate change issues was often identified. 

For example, in Norway, a working group of the relevant ministries and government agencies has been 
set up to consider potential problems related to drinking water and its supply and distribution network. 
In Bulgaria, the Ministry of Health established an inter-disciplinary coordination working group on climate 
change and health. The Second Progress Report on the German Strategy for Adaptation to Climate Change 
describes how the Federal/Länder Ad hoc Working Group on Adaptation to the Impacts of Climate Change 
in the Health Sector that was set up in 2017 is now established on a permanent basis to facilitate inter-
agency dialogue on human health under climate change. Further plans are in place to intensify and 
establish health sector cooperation between the federal government, the Länder and the local 
authorities.  

In Ireland, a cross-sectoral working group in the Department of the Environment, Climate and 
Communications has been initiated to align policy and initiatives with the ‘Healthy Ireland’ policy. The 
objective of such initiatives, as highlighted in the Spanish ‘A Sola Salud’ initiative, is to increase 
communication and strengthen cooperation among all public administrations and departments to 
develop coherent and efficient joint policies. The Italian NAS, for example, described how the ‘One Health’ 
approach (developed by the World Health Organization) is being translated into an interdisciplinary and 
cross-sectoral approach to the health system climate policy through the spread of advocacy interventions 
from Ministry of Health to other ministries and sectors such as environment, agriculture, urban planning, 
transport, and education.  

5.6 Legislative developments 

A proportion of NASs expressed the necessity to adjust the legal frameworks to better address climate 
change impacts on health, either through the amendment of existing policies (e.g., on health or 
infrastructure), of through development of new policies. The latter was the case in Bulgaria, where the 
NAS concludes that none of the legal, strategic, and policy documents governing the status and activities 
of Bulgaria’s health sector directly address the impact of climate change on human health. Consequently, 
the strategy suggests development of a specific climate change and health strategy, considering a range 
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of global warming scenarios. Only few countries have a specific sectoral climate adaptation strategy for 
health sector, for example Finland, Ireland, North Macedonia, or Sweden.  

In Austria, the NAS highlights the continued examination and, where necessary, amendment of legal 
framework conditions, for example, for laws on epidemics and zoonoses. Some NASs and NHSs 
additionally detail plans to develop and implement municipal strategies addressing climate change 
impacts on health. This is for example the case in Portugal, where the NAS notes the necessity for localised 
intervention to strengthen civil protection emergency plans and land-use planning instruments.  

5.7 Identifying vulnerable groups  

In around one-third of all the policy documents reviewed, an emphasis was put on identifying vulnerable 
population groups, i.e., citizens over 65 years old, children, pregnant women, chronically ill people, or 
people at risk of poverty or social exclusion (such as migrants or asylum seekers). The aims were to better 
consider these groups’ needs when deciding on the adaptation measures; to provide particular care to 
the vulnerable populations; or to specifically target communication and awareness campaigns to those 
groups.  

In Malta, the National Climate Change Adaptation Strategy states that the Department for the Care of the 
Elderly will endeavour to have all health-care facilities and homes for the elderly equipped with air-
conditioning facilities and/or cool rooms to prepare for more frequent and prolonged heat waves in the 
future. In the Italian health strategy, the national heat health action plan includes the identification of 
vulnerable elderly persons through administrative and health information systems. Specific actions, 
tailored to these subgroups during heat waves, include active monitoring by the general practitioners; 
home assistance for the elderly at risk from health and social services; an awareness-raising campaign for 
care givers; and training for health care professionals. The Czech national health strategy underlines the 
overall need to address health and social services in an integrated manner and highlights the objective of 
strengthening overall health, also with regards to risks from climate change, particularly for specific 
groups, such as young people, women, elderly, socially excluded persons and people with chronic illnesses 
and disabilities. 

Finally, to better identify and evaluate the impacts of climate change on health for vulnerable population 
groups, several national policy documents (e.g., in Romania, Slovakia, or Poland), identify the necessity to 
engage in additional research and to build awareness among medical personnel how health impacts from 
climate change are intensified by pre-existing vulnerability. The Irish climate change sectoral adaptation 
plan for health aims to improve education for vulnerable populations (those suffering from asthma or 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease) on the causes of air pollution and aeroallergens, which are 
expected to aggravate in the context of climate change. This includes guidance on what individuals can 
do to reduce their exposure, and how to use the EPA’s Air Quality Index for Health. 

5.8 Education and training of health professionals  

The plans to provide additional education and training for health professionals on climate change impacts 
on health in NASs include both the development of new training materials and modules, as well as 
continued education for already qualified health professionals. For example, the Belgian National 
Adaptation Plan (2017-2020) includes a project to teach new students and health professionals about 
both short- and long-term impacts of climate change on health systems and health care provision through 
targeted e-training modules. The Turkish NAS includes plans to increase awareness among public health 
providers of climate-related health impacts in areas vulnerable to infectious diseases. The Bulgarian NAS 
describes plans to provide thematic information materials (such as brochures, booklets, placards etc) to 
healthcare professionals, and to include modules on climate change and health in the education programs 
of MSc and PhD students. In Slovakia, the NAS notes the necessity to complement the in-service medical 
training on the health consequences of climate change. This would increase the level of knowledge among 
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medical staff, allowing early detection of symptoms from heat-related diseases, for instance. The Second 
Progress Report of the German Strategy for Adaptation to Climate Change plans for development of 
information and training for health sector professionals on climate change, and design of professional 
training programmes for the social, health and nursing care sectors regarding specific aspects of climate 
change. 

Examples of actions aimed at education and training of health professionals were also found in NHSs. 
Czechia’s NHS noted the necessity to improve the capacity of health professionals to diagnose and treat 
diseases that are becoming more widespread under the changing climate. Romania’s NHS identifies staff 
training priority areas which include topics related to environmental health, occupational health, food 
safety. The training aims to increase the degree of readiness and ability to respond to environmental risks, 
with specific reference to climate-related threats. The Finnish NHS suggested that, due to dependence of 
the health system on digital information structures, preparedness and education should be developed to 
ensure that public health providers can function and carry out the research and monitoring activities also 
when digital infrastructure is threatened by power outages caused by extreme weather events. 

5.9 Resilient infrastructure and nature-based solutions  

Physical climate change adaptation interventions included actions in both built and natural environment. 
Commonly mentioned infrastructural interventions in NASs and NHSs were focussing on climate-proof 
urban planning and design, for instance through landscaping of public spaces to withstand, and protect 
people from, extreme weather. Austria’s NAS details a plan to develop medium- and long-term strategies 
to reduce heat exposure in buildings and increase the summer suitability of buildings through renovation.  
In addition to addressing the general need to make critical infrastructure (e.g., roads, power, and water 
supply systems) resilient to the risks posed by climate change, Bulgaria’s NAS specifically aims at 
adaptation of health care facilities. German NAS highlights the need of improving building insulation and 
introducing passive cooling systems in hospitals and other care facilities. Similarly, the Maltese NAS aims 
to safeguard nursing homes and healthcare facilities against higher temperatures and more frequent 
heatwaves. 

Nature-based solutions were often identified as means to reduce health risks of heat and flooding. Several 
countries’ NASs included measures to create fresh air corridors and ‘cool islands’ of green spaces in cities. 
For example, the Dutch NAS highlights a plan to strengthen natural networks in cities to simultaneously 
improve biodiversity and to use the natural cooling effect of green areas as a “climate buffer” for people. 
Climate Impact and Risk Assessment 2021 for Germany (2021) plans for the definition and implementation 
of guidelines for selection of tree species and other vegetation, considering both the drought- and heat-
resilience of the plants, and their low allergenicity. In Czechia, the NAS plans to engage architects, 
developers, and construction agencies to implement architecture and greening aimed at reduction of the 
urban heat island effect, and therefore heat stress. The Netherlands’ NAS similarly describes the 
involvement of built environment and spatial planning professionals in its ‘heat and health’ initiative 
aimed at protection of vulnerable people (such as the elderly) from heat stress. 

5.10 Emergency response preparation and drills  

The action to strengthen emergency response systems and preparedness of public health institutions was 
included in some national policies. For example, NHSs of Albania and Sweden plan for strengthening of 
national emergency services to build resilience to climate change impacts. The German NAS sets out to 
strengthen and re-develop emergency plans to prepare for possible health threats from extreme events 
such as storms and flooding, in addition to preventative measures to protect coasts and control floods. 
One of the planned outputs of Bosnia and Herzegovina’s NAS is the development of disaster management 
plans specifically for extreme heat events and their implication for health, e.g., through capacity building, 
workshops, and joint planning by different agencies.  
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In Hungary, the NHS emphasises the importance of communicating the threats of disasters not only when 
specific events occur, but also as a preventative measure to prepare the population by informing them 
about potential threats and recommended behaviours and responses. The Swedish NHS describes a 
general need for climate-adapted crisis preparedness in the context of extreme weather events such as 
torrential rain, heat waves and floods, and has issued guidance on health effects of high temperatures for 
local and regional preparedness and information material for healthcare providers.    

5.11 Partnerships with various organisations 

In just under one-third of the policy documents reviewed, partnerships with non-governmental or 
international organisations were planned. For example, in Lithuania, according to the National Climate 
Change Management Agenda (2021), cooperation is under way between public authorities and academia 
to find ways for the health sector to adapt to climate change. The Bulgarian NAS and Belgian NHS detail 
plans to engage first aid organisations, humanitarian aid providers, hospital operators, the army, and 
disaster protection management. The German NHS notes the importance of cross-sectoral approaches, 
platforms to engage with non-state actors, and international cooperation to promote exchange of 
expertise. Under the ‘One Health’ Approach, outreach is planned to jointly address health risks caused by 
global environmental and climate change. In Austria, procedures for improving existing emergency plans 
and coordination in the NAS include the implementation of a volunteer system. The initiative, called ‘Team 
Austria’, is implemented by the radio station Hitradio Ö3 and the Red Cross, with the objective of rapidly 
supporting disaster relief efforts with on-site professional assistance. According to the Second Progress 
Report on the German Adaptation Strategy, recommendations on cooperation between spontaneous 
helpers, and volunteer responders in extreme weather event situations will be expanded and 
supplemented with a compilation of best-practice examples. 

5.12 New strategies and procedures for healthcare facilities  

Some of the national policy documents reviewed included procedures to ensure that hospitals can 
accommodate the increased numbers of heatstroke victims or asthma patients; or that public healthcare 
providers have access to the necessary equipment to detect new viral pathogens. For example, the 
German NAS details plans to develop and improve laboratory procedures for the detection of climate-
sensitive pathogens to ensure appropriate diagnoses. In Austria, the NAS includes plans to develop and 
implement measures to raise awareness of post-traumatic stress disorder for doctors and public health 
services to ensure early diagnosis and adequate treatment after disasters. 
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Appendix 1: Definitions  

Climate change impacts on health 

Physical health impacts include all health effects on the physical body, e.g. occurrence or worsening of 
respiratory and cardiovascular disease; injuries and premature deaths related to extreme weather events; 
changes in the prevalence and distribution of food- and water-borne illnesses and infectious diseases, etc. 

Mental health impacts include PTSD and trauma from direct impacts of extreme weather events due to 
loss of habitat, property, or relations; climate change related anxiety; mood, behavioural and cognitive 
effects of hot or cold spells; or increased variation in weather patterns impacting the day-to-day capacity 
for healthy mental functioning.  

Social health impacts are the indirect effects mediated through societal systems, such as loss of 
community or cultural heritage due to displacement or destruction of habitat; undernutrition and mental 
illness from altered agricultural production and food insecurity; stress and violent conflict caused by 
population displacement; economic losses due to lower workforce productivity caused by heat; widening 
socio-economic disparities; or damage to health care systems by extreme weather events.  

Types of adaptation interventions (after IPCC, 2014a) 

Structural/Physical interventions include “concrete”, often tangible measures implementing engineered, 
technological, ecosystem-based solutions and services. While this category includes a wide range of 
options, those especially relevant for the health context are, e.g., the integration of green infrastructure 
to regulate air quality and cooling in cities, improved building insulation and cooling technologies, or 
vaccination programmes. 

Social interventions are measures that adopt educational, informational, and behavioural approaches. 
Many of the adaptation measures addressing health included in this analysis fall into this category. Some 
examples include identification of vulnerable populations, awareness-raising and educational initiatives, 
and knowledge-sharing and learning platforms. While early warning systems can also be considered 
technological solutions, monitoring and early warning systems are here included in the social category. 

Institutional interventions mainly alter the institutional and legal context for adaptation. They concern 
economic measures, laws and regulations, and government policies and programs. Sectoral adaptation 
plans, or disaster planning and preparedness are some examples. 

Climate scenarios  

The RCP scenarios are named after the 21st-century peak of radiative forcing, also called stabilisation 
value, expressed in watts per square meter of surface (W/m2). The RCPs include a stringent mitigation 
scenario (RCP 2.6), two intermediate scenarios (RCP 4.5 and RCP 6.0) and one scenario with very high GHG 
emissions (RCP 8.5). These scenarios used in the IPCC Fifth Assessment Report (2014) were superseded 
by newer SSP scenarios in the IPCC Sixth Assessment Report (2021). 

RCP 4.5 (moderate emission scenario) is an intermediate scenario pathway with a stabilised radiative 
forcing at approximately 4.5 W/m2 before 2100. The reduced concentrations are achieved by employment 
of a range of technologies and strategies for reducing GHG emissions. RCP 4.5 is more likely than not to 
result in a global temperature rise of between 2 and 3 °C by 2100. 

RCP 8.5 (high emission scenario). In the RCP 8.5 pathway, GHG emissions continue to rise throughout the 
21st century. The radiative forcing exceeds 8.5 W/m2 by 2100 and continues to rise thereafter (the 
corresponding extended concentration pathways assume constant emissions after 2100 and constant 
concentrations after 2250). This scenario delivers a global temperature increase of about 4.3 °C by 2100. 
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Appendix 2: Policy documents reviewed 

Country Adaptation to climate change policy Health policy 

Albania  -   National Health Strategy (2016-2020)  

Austria  The Austrian Strategy for Adaptation to Climate Change Part 1  Österreichischer Strukturplan Gesundheit 2017  

Belgium  Belgian national adaptation plan (2017-2020)  Climate Change and Health - Set-up of monitoring of potential effects of 
climate change on human health and on the health of animals in Belgium 
(2009)  

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina   

Climate Change Adaptation and Low Emission Development 
Strategy for BiH (2014)  
 

-  

Bulgaria  Bulgaria National Climate Change Adaptation Strategy and Action 
Plan  

National Health Strategy (2014–2020)  

Croatia Draft Climate Change Adaptation Strategy in the Republic of 
Croatia for the period to 2040 with a view to 2070 (2017)   

National Health Care Strategy (2012-2020)  

Cyprus National response for preparation to climate change (2017)  

Cyprus 7th National Communication to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (2018)  

-  

Czechia Climate change adaptation strategy in the Czech Republic (2015-
2019)  

Health Strategy Framework 2030  

Denmark  Strategy for adaptation to climate change in Denmark (2008)  -  

Estonia  Climate Change Adaptation Development Plan until 2030  National Health Plan (2009-2020)  

Finland  Finland’s National Climate Change Adaptation Plan 2022 (2014) 

 
   

Climate change in the social and health sector: Ministry of Social Affairs and 
Health’s climate change adaptation plan (2021–2031) 

France  French Strategy for adaptation to climate change (2006) 

First National Adaptation Plan (2018)  
Second National Adaptation Plan (2018) 

The National Health Strategy (2018-2022);  

4th National Health and Environment Plan  

https://extranet.who.int/countryplanningcycles/sites/default/files/planning_cycle_repository/albania/draft_strategt_albania_2016-2020.pdf
https://www.bmk.gv.at/en/topics/climate-environment/climate-protection/austrian-strategy-adaptaion.html
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/Spg/SPG_AT_OSG_G_20180406_1_2018/SPG_AT_OSG_G_20180406_1_2018.pdfsig
https://climat.be/doc/NAP_EN.pdf
https://www.belspo.be/belspo/organisation/publ/pub_ostc/agora/ragjj146_en.pdf
https://www.belspo.be/belspo/organisation/publ/pub_ostc/agora/ragjj146_en.pdf
https://www.belspo.be/belspo/organisation/publ/pub_ostc/agora/ragjj146_en.pdf
https://www.ba.undp.org/content/bosnia_and_herzegovina/en/home/library/environment_energy/climate-change-adaptation-and-low-emission-development-strategy-.html
https://www.ba.undp.org/content/bosnia_and_herzegovina/en/home/library/environment_energy/climate-change-adaptation-and-low-emission-development-strategy-.html
https://www.moew.government.bg/en/climate/international-negotiations-and-adaptation/adaptation/
https://www.moew.government.bg/en/climate/international-negotiations-and-adaptation/adaptation/
http://seehn.org/bulgarian-national-health-strategy-2014-2020-implementation-towards-achieving-who-policy-framework-for-health-and-wellbeing-health-2020-indicators-and-sustainable-development-goals-and-targets/
http://prilagodba-klimi.hr/wp-content/uploads/docs/Draft%20CC%20Adaptation%20Strategy.pdf
http://prilagodba-klimi.hr/wp-content/uploads/docs/Draft%20CC%20Adaptation%20Strategy.pdf
https://zdravlje.gov.hr/UserDocsImages/dokumenti/Programi,%20projekti%20i%20strategije/National%20Health%20Care%20Strategy%202012-2020.pdf
http://www.moa.gov.cy/moa/environment/environmentnew.nsf/All/C15CD89954708638C2257FF1003494BD/$file/%CE%95%CE%B8%CE%BD%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%AE%20%CE%A3%CF%84%CF%81%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B7%CE%B3%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%AE%20%CE%B3%CE%B9%CE%B1%20%CF%84%CE%B7%CE%BD%20%CE%A0%CF%81%CE%BF%CF%83%CE%B1%CF%81%CE%BC%CE%BF%CE%B3%CE%AE%20%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B7%CE%BD%20%CE%9A%CE%BB%CE%B9%CE%BC%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%AE%20%CE%91%CE%BB%CE%BB%CE%B1%CE%B3%CE%AE.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/92680315_Cyprus-NC7-BR3-1-CYP.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/92680315_Cyprus-NC7-BR3-1-CYP.pdf
https://www.mzp.cz/C1257458002F0DC7/cz/zmena_klimatu_adaptacni_strategie/$FILE/OEOK-Adaptacni_strategie-20151029.pdf
https://www.mzp.cz/C1257458002F0DC7/cz/zmena_klimatu_adaptacni_strategie/$FILE/OEOK-Adaptacni_strategie-20151029.pdf
https://www.mzcr.cz/wp-content/uploads/wepub/18700/40551/Zdravi2030_FINAL16122019.pdf.pdf
https://www.klimatilpasning.dk/media/5322/klimatilpasningsstrategi_03032008.pdf
https://envir.ee/media/912/download
https://extranet.who.int/countryplanningcycles/sites/default/files/planning_cycle_repository/estonia/estonia_2009-2020_2012_eng.pdf
https://mmm.fi/documents/1410837/0/Finland_s_National_climate_Change_Adaptation_Plan_2022+%281%29.pdf/2a775cac-66fd-fdcf-2e64-69996832c4bb/Finland_s_National_climate_Change_Adaptation_Plan_2022+%281%29.pdf?t=1594883773425
https://julkaisut.valtioneuvosto.fi/handle/10024/163160
https://julkaisut.valtioneuvosto.fi/handle/10024/163160
https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/ONERC_Rapport_2006_Strategie_Nationale_WEB.pdf
https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/ONERC_PNACC_1_complet.pdf
https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/2018.12.20_PNACC2.pdf
https://solidarites-sante.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/dossier_sns_2017_vdefpost-consult.pdf
https://solidarites-sante.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/pnse4-2.pdf
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Country Adaptation to climate change policy Health policy 

Germany  German Climate change adaptation strategy (2008)  

2019 Monitoring Report on the German Strategy for Adaptation 
to Climate Change  

Second Progress Report on the German Strategy for Adaptation to 
Climate Change (DAS) (2020) 

Climate Impact and Risk Assessment 2021 for Germany. Sub-
report 5: Risks and adaptation in the thematic clusters Economy 
and Health 

Global Health Strategy of the German Federal Government 2020 

Greece  National Strategy for Adaptation to Climate Change (2016)  National Action Plan to Address Environmental Risks to Health (2008-2012)  

Hungary  2nd National Strategy on Climate Change  Climate change and health Report – 2020 

Iceland   Iceland’s 7th national communication and 3rd biennial report on 
climate change under the UNFCCC (2017)  

Health Policy A policy for Iceland’s health services until 2030 

Ireland  National adaptation framework (2018)  
Health. Climate Change Sectoral Adaptation Plan 2019-2024. 
Prepared under the National Adaptation Framework    

Healthy Ireland Strategic Action Plan 2021-2025  

Italy  National strategy for adaptation to climate change  National Plan of Prevention 2020-2025  

Kosovo   Outlook on climate change adaptation in the Western Balkan 
Mountains (2016)  

Climate Change Strategy 2019-2028. Action Plan on Climate 
Change 2019-2021 (2018) 

Health Sector Strategy 2017-2020  

Latvia  Latvia National Adaptation Plan (2019)   Public Health Guidelines 2014-2020  

Liechtenstein  Adaptation Strategy to Climate Change in Liechtenstein (2018)  
 

-   

Lithuania  The National Strategy for Climate Change Management Policy 
(2012)  

National Climate Change Management Agenda (2021) 

Lithuanian Health Strategy (2014-2025)  

Luxembourg  Strategie et plan d’action pour l’adaptation au changement 
climatique au Luxembourg (2018-2023)  

-  

Malta  National adaptation strategy (2012)  National Health Systems Strategy for Malta 2014-2020  

https://www.bmu.de/fileadmin/bmu-import/files/pdfs/allgemein/application/pdf/das_gesamt_bf.pdf
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/sites/default/files/medien/421/publikationen/das_2019_monitoring_report_bf.pdf
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/sites/default/files/medien/421/publikationen/das_2019_monitoring_report_bf.pdf
https://www.bmuv.de/fileadmin/Daten_BMU/Download_PDF/Klimaschutz/klimawandel_das_2_fortschrittsbericht_en_bf.pdf
https://www.bmuv.de/fileadmin/Daten_BMU/Download_PDF/Klimaschutz/klimawandel_das_2_fortschrittsbericht_en_bf.pdf
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/publikationen/KWRA-Teil-5-Wirtschaft-Gesundheit
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/publikationen/KWRA-Teil-5-Wirtschaft-Gesundheit
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/publikationen/KWRA-Teil-5-Wirtschaft-Gesundheit
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/fileadmin/Dateien/5_Publikationen/Gesundheit/Broschueren/Global_Health_Strategy.pdf
https://ypen.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/legacy/Files/Klimatiki%20Allagi/Prosarmogi/20160406_ESPKA_teliko.pdf
https://www.moh.gov.gr/articles/health/domes-kai-draseis-gia-thn-ygeia/ethnika-sxedia-drashs/95-ethnika-sxedia-drashs
https://nakfo.mbfsz.gov.hu/sites/default/files/files/N%C3%89S_Ogy%20%C3%A1ltal%20elfogadott.PDF
https://tk.hu/uploads/files/2020/eghajlatvaltozas_egeeszseg_jelentes.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/Iceland_NC7_BR3_2018_Final_I.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/Iceland_NC7_BR3_2018_Final_I.pdf
https://www.government.is/library/01-Ministries/Ministry-of-HealTh/PDF-skjol/Heilbrigdisstefna_english.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/fbe331-national-adaptation-framework/
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/75646/9e0dce8a-cebf-496a-aed4-fbe8c285183c.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/75646/9e0dce8a-cebf-496a-aed4-fbe8c285183c.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/441c8-healthy-ireland-strategic-action-plan-2021-2025/
https://www.mite.gov.it/sites/default/files/archivio/allegati/clima/documento_SNAC.pdf
https://www.salute.gov.it/imgs/C_17_notizie_5029_0_file.pdf
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/publications/outlook-on-climate-change-adaptation-in-the-western-balkan-mountains
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/publications/outlook-on-climate-change-adaptation-in-the-western-balkan-mountains
https://konsultimet.rks-gov.net/Storage/Consultations/14-13-59-04102018/Climate%20Change%20Strategy%20and%20Action%20Plan_sep_2018.pdf
https://konsultimet.rks-gov.net/Storage/Consultations/14-13-59-04102018/Climate%20Change%20Strategy%20and%20Action%20Plan_sep_2018.pdf
https://kryeministri.rks-gov.net/wp-content/uploads/docs/Strategjia_sektoriale_e_shendetesise_final-nentor_2016_ENG.pdf
http://tap.mk.gov.lv/mk/tap/?pid=40467308
http://vvc.gov.lv/image/catalog/dokumenti/Cab._Order_No._589_-_On_the_Public_Health_Policy_Guidelines_2014-2020.pdf
https://www.llv.li/files/au/anpassungstrategieklimawandel-li.pdf
https://e-seimas.lrs.lt/portal/legalActPrint/lt?jfwid=2r1mjutk&documentId=6e2e90f043b311e4ba35bf67d0e3215e&category=TAD
https://e-seimas.lrs.lt/portal/legalActPrint/lt?jfwid=2r1mjutk&documentId=6e2e90f043b311e4ba35bf67d0e3215e&category=TAD
https://e-seimas.lrs.lt/portal/legalAct/lt/TAD/7eb37fc0db3311eb866fe2e083228059?positionInSearchResul
https://e-seimas.lrs.lt/rs/legalact/TAD/608a896236f811e6a222b0cd86c2adfc/#:~:text=The%20Lithuanian%20Health%20Strategy%202014%E2%80%932025%20%28hereinafter%20%E2%80%93%20Strategy%29,National%20Reform%20Agenda%20%28hereinafter%20-%20National%20Reform%20Agenda%29.
https://environnement.public.lu/content/dam/environnement/documents/klima_an_energie/Strategie-Adaptation-Changement-climatique-Clean.pdf
https://environnement.public.lu/content/dam/environnement/documents/klima_an_energie/Strategie-Adaptation-Changement-climatique-Clean.pdf
https://environment.gov.mt/en/Documents/Downloads/maltaClimateChangeAdaptationStrategy/nationalAdaptationStrategy.pdf
https://deputyprimeminister.gov.mt/en/Documents/National-Health-Strategies/NHSS-EN.pdf
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Country Adaptation to climate change policy Health policy 

Montenegro  The second communication on Climate Change of Montenegro to 
UNFCCC (2015)  

Program for Climate Change Adaptation of the Healthcare System 2020-2022  

Netherlands  National Climate Adaptation Strategy (2016) 
Implementation programme 2018-2019  

National Delta Programme 2022 

National health policy memorandum/Landelijke nota gezondheidsbeleid 2020-
2024  

North Macedonia  Climate Change Health Adaptation Strategy and Action Plan of 
Macedonia (2011)  

Strategy for Health sector adaptation to climate change (2011-2015) 

Norway  Climate change adaptation in Norway (2012-2013)  National health preparedness plan 2014  

Nasjonal Helseberedskapsplan (2018) 

Poland  Polish National Strategy for Adaptation to Climate Change by 
2020 with the perspective by 2030   

National Health Program (2016-2020)  

Portugal  National Adaptation to Climate Change Strategy (ENAAC 2020) 
and the respective extension until 2025 

Action Plan for Adaptation to Climate Change (P-3AC) 

National Health Plan 2020  

Romania  National Action Plan for the implementation of the National 
Strategy on Climate Change and Low Carbon Growth 2016-2020 

Romania 7th national communication and 3rd biennial report on 
climate change under the UNFCCC (2017) 

National Health Strategy 2014-2020  

Serbia   Draft of Adaptation Plan (2015)  National health strategy (2016-2025)  

Slovakia  Adaptation strategy to climate change of the Slovak republic 
(2018) 

Adaptation plan for implementation of the Adaptation strategy to 
climate change of the Slovak republic (2021) 

Strategic framework for health for 2014 - 2030  

Slovenia  Strategic framework for climate change (2016)  

Slovenia 7th national communication and 3rd biennial report 
under the UNFCCC (2018)  

National Health Plan 2016-2025  

Spain  National Plan for the adaptation to climate change 2021-2030 Strategic Plan for health and environment/ Plan Estratégico de Salud y 
Medioambiente 2022 – 2026  

https://eea1.sharepoint.com/teams/EUobservatoryonclimatechangeandhealth-Pilotversionoftheobservatory/Shared%20Documents/Pilot%20version%20of%20the%20observatory/Country%20information/NAS%20and%20PH%20policy%20review%202021/EEA%20draft%20outputs%20January%202022/For%20Eionet%20review/to%20send/.me/en/documents/c175ad68-7e8d-4722-a8fa-c4954ab7f137
https://eea1.sharepoint.com/teams/EUobservatoryonclimatechangeandhealth-Pilotversionoftheobservatory/Shared%20Documents/Pilot%20version%20of%20the%20observatory/Country%20information/NAS%20and%20PH%20policy%20review%202021/EEA%20draft%20outputs%20January%202022/For%20Eionet%20review/to%20send/.me/en/documents/c175ad68-7e8d-4722-a8fa-c4954ab7f137
https://wapi.gov.me/download-preview/6982b1d9-5fb9-40bb-b8e6-dedefd8b2ead?version=1.0
https://klimaatadaptatienederland.nl/en/policy-programmes/nas/
https://klimaatadaptatienederland.nl/en/policy-programmes/nas/
https://english.deltaprogramma.nl/documents/publications/2021/09/21/dp-2022-in-english---print-version
https://open.overheid.nl/repository/ronl-4b47ffb9-76f1-4550-8c07-846124b42818/1/pdf/gezondheid-breed-op-de-agenda.pdf
https://open.overheid.nl/repository/ronl-4b47ffb9-76f1-4550-8c07-846124b42818/1/pdf/gezondheid-breed-op-de-agenda.pdf
https://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/144171/e95094.pdf
https://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/144171/e95094.pdf
https://extranet.who.int/countryplanningcycles/sites/default/files/planning_cycle_repository/the_former_yugoslav_republic_of_macedonia/strategy_for_health_sector_to_climate_change_2011-2015.pdf
https://www.regjeringen.no/contentassets/e5e7872303544ae38bdbdc82aa0446d8/en-gb/pdfs/stm201220130033000engpdfs.pdf
https://www.regjeringen.no/contentassets/261879a38c3e438d82ab4729e0661cf1/hod_national_health_preparedness_plan_eng.pdf
https://www.regjeringen.no/globalassets/departementene/hod/fellesdok/planer/helseberedskapsplan_010118.pdf
https://bip.mos.gov.pl/fileadmin/user_upload/bip/strategie_plany_programy/Strategiczny_plan_adaptacji_2020.pdf
https://bip.mos.gov.pl/fileadmin/user_upload/bip/strategie_plany_programy/Strategiczny_plan_adaptacji_2020.pdf
https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/system/files/attachments/9148/Council%20of%20Ministers%2C%20Poland%20%282016%29%2C%20Poland%27s%20National%20Health%20Program%20for%202016-20.pdf
https://dre.pt/application/file/69906414
https://dre.pt/application/conteudo/123666112
http://1nj5ms2lli5hdggbe3mm7ms5-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/files/2015/06/Plano-Nacional-de-Saude-Revisao-e-Extensao-a-2020.pdf.pdf
http://www.mmediu.ro/app/webroot/uploads/files/A2_Planul%20na%C8%9Bional%20de%20ac%C8%9Biune%20pentru%20implementarea%20Strategiei%20na%C8%9Bionale%20privind%20schimb%C4%83rile%20climatice%20%C8%99i%20cre%C8%99terea%20economic%C4%83%20bazat%C4%83%20pe%20emisii%20reduse%20de%20carbon.pdf
http://www.mmediu.ro/app/webroot/uploads/files/A2_Planul%20na%C8%9Bional%20de%20ac%C8%9Biune%20pentru%20implementarea%20Strategiei%20na%C8%9Bionale%20privind%20schimb%C4%83rile%20climatice%20%C8%99i%20cre%C8%99terea%20economic%C4%83%20bazat%C4%83%20pe%20emisii%20reduse%20de%20carbon.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/0587134_Romania-NC7-1-NC7_ROMANIA.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/0587134_Romania-NC7-1-NC7_ROMANIA.pdf
http://www.ms.ro/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Anexa-1-Strategia-Nationala-de-Sanatate-2014-2020.pdf
https://www.klimatskepromene.rs/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/NAP-UNDP-2015-srpski.pdf
https://extranet.who.int/countryplanningcycles/sites/default/files/planning_cycle_repository/serbia/12-10-2015_predlog_strategije_javnog_zdravlja.pdf
https://www.minzp.sk/files/odbor-politiky-zmeny-klimy/strategia-adaptacie-sr-zmenu-klimy-aktualizacia.pdf
https://www.minzp.sk/files/odbor-politiky-zmeny-klimy/strategia-adaptacie-sr-zmenu-klimy-aktualizacia.pdf
https://www.minzp.sk/files/odbor-politiky-zmeny-klimy/akcny-plan-implementaciu-nas.pdf
https://www.minzp.sk/files/odbor-politiky-zmeny-klimy/akcny-plan-implementaciu-nas.pdf
http://https/www.health.gov.sk/Zdroje?/Sources/Sekcie/IZP/Strategic-framework-for-health-2014-2030.pdf
https://www.gov.si/assets/ministrstva/MOP/Dokumenti/Podnebne-spremembe/SOzP.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/453201_Slovenia-BR3-NC7-1-7NC3BR-EN_v0b%20F.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/453201_Slovenia-BR3-NC7-1-7NC3BR-EN_v0b%20F.pdf
https://extranet.who.int/countryplanningcycles/sites/default/files/planning_cycle_repository/slovenia/u2016025.pdf
https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/cambio-climatico/temas/impactos-vulnerabilidad-y-adaptacion/pnacc-2021-2030_tcm30-512163.pdf
https://www.sanidad.gob.es/ciudadanos/pesma/docs/241121_PESMA.pdf
https://www.sanidad.gob.es/ciudadanos/pesma/docs/241121_PESMA.pdf
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Country Adaptation to climate change policy Health policy 

Sweden  National strategy for climate adaptation (2018) 
  

Public health in a changing climate. The Public Health Agency's goals and 
action plan for climate adaptation 2021–2024  

Health impacts of climate change in Sweden – a risk and vulnerability analysis 
(2021) 

Switzerland  Adaptation to Climate Change in Switzerland: Action Plan 2020-
2025  
 

Health 2030 Strategy 

Turkey  Turkey’s National Climate Change Adaptation Strategy and Action 
Plan (2011-2023)  

National Program and Action Plan for Reducing the Negative Effects of Climate 
Change on Health  

  

https://www.regeringen.se/494483/contentassets/8c1f4fe980ec4fcb8448251acde6bd08/171816300_webb.pdf
https://www.folkhalsomyndigheten.se/publicerat-material/publikationsarkiv/f/folkhalsa-i-ett-forandrat-klimat/?pub=88494
https://www.folkhalsomyndigheten.se/publicerat-material/publikationsarkiv/f/folkhalsa-i-ett-forandrat-klimat/?pub=88494
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.folkhalsomyndigheten.se%2Fpublicerat-material%2Fpublikationsarkiv%2Fh%2Fhalsokonsekvenser-av-klimatforandring-i-sverige-en-risk-och-sarbarhetsanalys%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAleksandra.Kazmierczak%40eea.europa.eu%7C9c5e186b4e1e4841d7df08d9fc4a30aa%7Cbe2e7beab4934de5bbc58b4a6a235600%7C1%7C0%7C637818217868737312%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Rwzd8gexstcpZKFITACX0ukbFqvCzNMXWTGQIUo1Uio%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.folkhalsomyndigheten.se%2Fpublicerat-material%2Fpublikationsarkiv%2Fh%2Fhalsokonsekvenser-av-klimatforandring-i-sverige-en-risk-och-sarbarhetsanalys%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAleksandra.Kazmierczak%40eea.europa.eu%7C9c5e186b4e1e4841d7df08d9fc4a30aa%7Cbe2e7beab4934de5bbc58b4a6a235600%7C1%7C0%7C637818217868737312%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Rwzd8gexstcpZKFITACX0ukbFqvCzNMXWTGQIUo1Uio%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bafu.admin.ch/bafu/fr/home/themes/climat/publications-etudes/publications/adaptation-aux-changements-climatiques-en-suisse-plan-d-action-2020-2025.html
https://www.bafu.admin.ch/bafu/fr/home/themes/climat/publications-etudes/publications/adaptation-aux-changements-climatiques-en-suisse-plan-d-action-2020-2025.html
https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/strategie-und-politik/gesundheit-2030/gesundheitspolitische-strategie-2030.html
https://webdosya.csb.gov.tr/db/iklim/editordosya/file/eylem%20planlari/uyum_stratejisi_eylem_plani_EN_Final.pdf
https://webdosya.csb.gov.tr/db/iklim/editordosya/file/eylem%20planlari/uyum_stratejisi_eylem_plani_EN_Final.pdf
https://hsgm.saglik.gov.tr/depo/birimler/cevre-sagligi/2-ced/iklim-degisikligi/Iklim_Degisikligi_Eylem_Plani.pdf
https://hsgm.saglik.gov.tr/depo/birimler/cevre-sagligi/2-ced/iklim-degisikligi/Iklim_Degisikligi_Eylem_Plani.pdf

